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PEFC Certification for Lyptus 

International forest products company, Weyerhaeuser, has achieved CERFLOR Chain of Custody certification for its Lyptus mill in Brazil. As this is mutually recognized with PEFC (Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification Schemes) it means that shortly all Lyptus products will be PEFC labelled adding additional impetus to the strong environmental claims of this truly sustainable hardwood. 
A fully sustainable eucalyptus hardwood, Lyptus is available as solid wood, plywood and veneer. Launched to the UK last year, Lyptus is already growing in popularity for interior joinery applications, with PEFC labelling expected to encourage a wider spread adoption in areas such as residential and commercial furniture. 

PEFC certification will assist in the further confirmation of the environmental credentials of Lyptus. The eucalyptus trees used to manufacture Lyptus are grown on sustainable plantations in Brazil, certified to the PEFC recognised national forestry standard, CERFLOR. These plantations include natural set-asides to protect and enhance local ecosystems, and have reintroduced original species native to the area over 100 years ago. 

Ben Gunneberg, Secretary General of the PEFC Council, said: “Achieving PEFC Chain of Custody standard demonstrates that the Lyptus supply chain is fully audited and verifiable from the forest to the warehouse. The PEFC certified Brazilian plantations are part of the 200 million hectares of PEFC certified forests in the world and contribute to making PEFC the world’s largest resource of certified wood.”

From growing and harvesting through to product manufacture, Lyptus offers a sustainable tropical hardwood replacement. For example, Lyptus trees can be harvested within 14-16 years, compared to the 60 years it takes a mahogany tree to mature. 

Once harvested, the trees are processed with a sustainable ethos in mind. Like Weyerhaeuser mills in the US, the Brazilian mill uses virtually every portion of the log, converting it not only to timber and by-products, but using residuals such as bio-energy to fuel the mill. 

Lyptus is exceptionally straight and dimensionally stable, properties that have been recognised by its recent approval for window manufacture by the German Federation of Window and Curtain Walling Manufacturers (VFF). The wood is also easy to work with, with good machining and turning properties and the ability to accept a variety of finishes. 

European commercial director for Weyerhaeuser, John Guerin, concludes: “We’ve worked hard to create a high quality and truly sustainable alternative to traditional tropical hardwoods that also has a guaranteed supply – which we’ve achieved with Lyptus. PEFC Chain of Custody is the final milestone from a certification perspective, to which we’ve already received a positive response from the industry.” 
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About Weyerhaeuser
Weyerhaeuser is one of the world's largest integrated forest products companies, incorporated in 1900. In 2006, sales were $22.6 billion. It has offices or operations in 18 countries, with customers worldwide. Weyerhaeuser is principally engaged in the growing and harvesting of timber; the manufacture, distribution and sale of forest products; and real estate construction, development and related activities. Additional information about Weyerhaeuser's businesses, products and practices is available at http://www.weyerhaeuser.com
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