Press Release
Weyerhaeuser Announces Major Investment Programme 

to Boost European Timber Supply
International forest products company, Weyerhaeuser, has commenced shipments of Forrestar eucalyptus and pine plywood to the UK from its new state-of-the-art plywood mill in Uruguay. Completed at the end of 2006, the plant is just the first phase in a major expansion programme in South America that over the next few years will build further plywood mills and number of lumber processing operations. This major investment is designed to ensure the continued production and supply of innovative, high quality timber materials from a sustainable source. 

This investment in Uruguay is part of the company’s strategy to focus on plantation eucalyptus and pine as sustainable alternatives to tropical or endangered wood species.  Its forest resource is ISO 14001 certified is planned to achieve PEFC (Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification) recognition in the near future.
The Forrestar eucalyptus and pine plywood offers superior qualities to many existing panels and is aimed at both the appearance and structural end use  markets. A pine / eucalyptus combination panel and a full hardwood eucalyptus panel to substitute for endangered tropical panels will be key products for Europe.  Feedback from a number of customer’s throughout Europe to the first shipments has been very positive.
Specialist UK distributor of plywood to industry, Forest Boards, was one of the first UK based companies to take shipment of the new plywood material. Managing director, Richard Philpot, said: “We were immediately interested to hear of Weyerhaeuser’s new timber resource, as there are very few sustainable new wood sources coming onto the market that are able to offer high quality products.   We provide plywood for a range of specialist industrial applications and were confident that this material is something our customers would be interested in.”

European commercial director for Weyerhaeuser, John Guerin, said: “Weyerhaeuser is fully committed to investing in the future. There is no doubt that continued supply of timber is dependent on the industry’s ability to identify and develop sustainable and innovative sources and materials. 
“We have been exploring new sources for over a decade and found the fertile and favorable climatic conditions of Uruguay highly suitable to produce extremely high quality wood raw material for a range of products.  We are working closely with our Uruguayan partners, and already we have employed over 1000 local people to work at the plant and in the forests.”
Weyerhaeuser distributes to continental Europe through Weyerhaeuser Products Limited, headquartered in Belgium. It also works closely with Weyerhaeuser iLevel.
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About Weyerhaeuser

Weyerhaeuser is one of the world's largest integrated forest products companies, incorporated in 1900. In 2005, sales were $22.6 billion. It has offices or operations in 18 countries, with customers worldwide. Weyerhaeuser is principally engaged in the growing and harvesting of timber; the manufacture, distribution and sale of forest products; and real estate construction, development and related activities. Additional information about Weyerhaeuser's businesses, products and practices is available at http://www.weyerhaeuser.com
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